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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE
HosPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTiON OFFICE AT 225.343.3075



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heaven-
ly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offer-
ing Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of
BN Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it

Y with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest
| on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR NEWS
January 2019

6 Epiphany - Epiphany is a Christian feast day celebrated annually on January 6 that is also known as Three Kings Day and Theophany.
Epiphany means "manifestation" as it commemorates the first Jesus' divinity manifested itself thru the visit of the Three Kings (also known as
the Maji or Wise Men) and through his baptism in the river Jordan. It is a significant event in the church calendar as the celebration of the
Baptism of Jesus.

The continuing topic for the series of PSR News will be the second part of the twelve days of Christmas: The Twelve Days of Christmas -
What Are They & What Do They Mean? by author, Ace Collins. We end this series with the final 6 days of Christmas:

What the 12 Days of Christmas - True Meaning

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me . . . seven swans a-swimming.

It would take someone quite familiar with the Bible to identify this gift. Hidden in the code are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit:
prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading, and compassion. As swans are one of the most beautiful and graceful crea-
tures on earth, they would seem to be a perfect symbol for the spiritual gifts.

On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me . . . eight maids a-milking.

As Christ came to save even the lowest of the low, this gift represents the ones who would receive his word and accept his grace. Be-
ing a milkmaid was about the worst job one could have in England during this period; this code conveyed that Jesus cared as much
about servants as he did those of royal blood. The eight who were blessed included the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek,
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those who are persecuted for right-
eousness’ sake.

On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me . . . nine ladies dancing.

These nine dancers were really the gifts known as the fruit of the Spirit. The fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

On the tenth day of Christinas my true love gave to me . . . ten lords a-leaping.

This is probably the easiest gift to understand. As lords were judges and in charge of the law, this code for the Ten Commandments
was fairly straightforward to Catholics.

On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me . . . eleven pipers piping.

This is almost a trick question, as most think of the disciples in terms of a dozen. But when Judas betrayed Jesus and committed sui-
cide, there were only eleven men who carried out the gospel message.

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me . . . twelve drummers drumming.

The final gift is tied directly to the Catholic Church. The drummers are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles’ Creed. “I believe
in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.”

Mass Intentions for January 5-8. 2019 PRAY FOR US
Saturday 5:00 Beverly Rice Richard Camble, Jr. John Paul Moore Walter Lewis
By: Russell Rice Zula Comeaux Loriene Perry Catherine Murray
Ora Lee Jordan Martha Proctor Joyce Decuir
. Frazier Jordan Maria Rice Cenia Richard
Sunday  8:00 Le?“flr P;‘“l Ga‘,‘;hller , Elizabeth Whitfield ~ Whitney Robiho Vivian LeDuff
. By: Edward, Mary, Michael, Danna & Damien Rosemary Daniels Shelvia Stewart Rebecca Nelson
11:00 TIke Harrls7 Sr. Zelda Bates Mary Johnson Mildred Anderson
By: Ike Harris, Jr. Myrtle Moran Judy Franklin Charles Taylor

Tuesday 5:00 People of the Parish
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

Centennial Corner

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You

As we conclude our Centennial Celebration, I want to thank the Parish Council
and the Centennial Planning Committee for all their hard work during the past
year in making our Centennial year so memorable. May we continue to call upon
God’s grace to bless St. Francis Xavier Church in the years ahead.

Centennial Cookbooks can now be purchased online by going to the
church website, at www.stfrancisxavierbr.org.

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2019
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.

o [saiah 60:1

FINDING GOD

The splendid magi, all sparkle and dash and solemnity,
march right up off the pages of Matthew’s Gospel and into our
churches today. Matthew alone tells us this grand and seductive
story so that we might see the light and know that the child
these magi visited is the fulfillment of prophecy, the king of the
world that stretches to the magi’s home country and beyond,
right down the ages to us.

We too see and understand anew. Like the magi, our pa-
tron saints for this day, we see in the newborn child the king of
the universe and light of the world. Like the magi, we find in
ourselves a new faith and a new life. Like them, we return to
our home by a new route.

We are asked to come away from this festive season our-
selves renewed and awake to the presence of God among us.
We are asked to find God where God is to be found, to be atten-
tive and surprised and ready to bow down in adoration.
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