Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 20, 2017

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Very Rev. Edward Chiffriller,
SSJ

₁₁₂₀ Myrtle Walk
Baton Rouge, LA ₇₀₈₀₂

Rev. Joseph Rodney, SSJ
In Residence

PARISH OFFICE:
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1134 JULIA STREET
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802
8:00 AM TO 3:00 PM
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709
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OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
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FAX: 225.388.5458
EMAIL:SFXPSR@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM
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1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM
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MASS SCHEDULE:

EMAIL: STFRANCISXAVIER@CSOBR.ORG
WEBSITE: STFRANCISXAVIERBR.COM
SATURDAY:
EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING CENTER ( DAYCARE ) SUNDAY:
TUESDAY:
1145 TERRACE AVE.
WED -THURS:
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802
HOLYDAYS:
7:00 AM TO 5:30 PM
FRIDAY:
225.387.4877

VIGIL - 5:00 PM
8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM
6:30 AM IN CONVENT
9:00 AM & 6:00 PM
SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM

EMAIL: STFRANCISELC@BELLSOUTH.NET
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Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA
Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of
Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it
with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest
on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

CALLED TO ACT IN GOD’S NAME

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

“Let all the nations praise you!” (Psalm 67:4)
today’s psalm response exclaims. In the psalms and
other Hebrew scriptures, this kind of invocation is
actually an invitation to God to act, to intervene in
human lives in a manner that will cause everyone—not just the Chosen People—to give praise.
Stated a bit more strongly, it is something of a “put
up or shut up” challenge to God, the sort of strong
statement the psalmists of Israel, trusting in their
intimate and loving relationship with God, were
not afraid to make.
The Gospel has its own exclamation, announcing the appearance of the Canaanite woman with
“Behold!” (Matthew 15:22) “Behold!” is a scriptural
flag that tells us that God is about to act or announce
something through an individual or a situation. In
the case of Jesus, God was going to act through this
woman, whom nobody among Jesus’ followers
would have believed to be an agent of the divine
will. Like the psalmists, we might passively inform
or perhaps even actively challenge God to do something so that everyone will come to belief, but God
will always turn the tables on us. It becomes our
calling, our duty (as it was for Jesus) to behold the
situations and persons of our daily lives so that God
can act through us, so the Kingdom can be announced through our living.

Once the way was cleared for additional Eucharistic
Prayers, those who were appointed to compose them
had to look deep within the tradition for sources. One
of the prescriptions for new prayers was that they be
“unencumbered by useless repitition.” From the start,
therefore, the writers knew that the old Roman Canon,
which had the priest bowing and crossing himself many
times in a long, complex prayer, was not a model of
simplicity.
Aside from the prayers treasured by Eastern Christians, there is an obvious model from ancient Rome.
For about a hundred years now, the historical text
“Apostolic Tradition” has shed some light for us on the
shadowy shape of worship in the early church. In it, its
author, Hippolytus, took care to record the actual texts
of worship used at the time. He himself has a shadow
side, since he was so ardently conservative in his tastes
that he broke ties with the Bishop of Rome and became
first in the line of history’s anti-popes. At the eleventh
hour, however, he reconciled with his enemies and actually died a martyr. In fact, he was shipped off to the
Sardinian mines as a slave with the true pope as his
companion in chains. Because his tussle with the pope
was over theological innovations and not liturgical
texts, we are sure that his account of the style of Eucharistic Prayer in the third century is accurate. It forms
the core of today’s Eucharistic Prayer II.

Mass Intentions for August 19-22, 2017
Saturday 5:00

Charles Williams

Sunday

People of the Parish

8:00

11:00 Elizabeth Ann Jones
By: Anita Liggins & Family

Tuesday

5:00

In Bible Study every Thursday at 6:00 pm

By: Mary Williams

Purvis & Purvick Gobert
By: Linda Sylvester

PRAY FOR US
Richard Camble, Jr.
Zula Comeaux
Diane Edwards
Ora Lee Jordan
Thelma Jackson
Frazier Jordan
Elizabeth Whitfield
Rosemary Daniels
Janice Lewis

John Paul Moore
Loriene Perry
Martha Proctor
James Raby
Maria Rice
Whitney Robiho
Shelvia Stewart
Mary Johnson
Myrtle Moran

Walter Lewis
Catherine Murray
Joyce Decuir
Cenia Richard
Vivian LeDuff
Rebecca Nelson
Ceola Marcelle
Mildred Anderson
Charles Taylor

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 20, 2017

PSR News

Stewardship

August 13, 2017
Regular Collection
$9,463.67
Parish Needs
$192.00
Flowers
$248.22

August 20, 2017
PSR classes begin. Registration is ongoing until September 17,
2017. Please register your child early so that we may make the
Diocesan deadline for submitting required information.
August 26, 2017
Youth Summit: This event will hosted by Erion Davision. The
summit will be held in the Parish Hall and is for one day only.
Youth and young adults please make plans to attend.

St. Francis Xavier Food Bank: is in
need of non-perishables to assist the
needy in our community. Please do
nate: Canned Corn, Peas, String
Beans,
Carrots,
Fruit, Chili, Pasta, Grits, Cereal,
Student Counselors are needed to administer Circles of Care lesson plans. The Circles of Care child protection program is promul- Tuna, Rice, Bread, Soup, Soap, Tooth Paste, Deodorant etc. We also accept monetary donations to
gated by the Diocese of Baton Rouge. Each year all Catholic purchase food.

Schools and Parish Schools of Religion are required to administer
these lessons. The lessons are available online on the Diocese of Ladies Auxiliary Annual After Labor
Baton Rouge website and will be administered on September 10
Day Casino Bus Trip
and September 17, 2017. If you are a counselor and wish to volunteer please contact Ms. Gaylynne Mack.
Monday, September 4, 2017 to The

Beaux Rivage Resort and Casino in Biloxi, MS.
The cost of the trip is $20 per person.
Players will receive $15 back in free
play. Bus will leave from the school
parking lot at 8am sharp.
Please contact Lady Bray at 225-8924721 if you plan to attend. Deadline to
sign up is Saturday, August 26, 2017.

We are currently accepting recipes for the commemorative
cookbook. If you would like to be a part of this endeavor to
document recipes from loved ones who have passed on, or
favorites that you currently enjoy cooking, please submit to
the committee. The recipe collection sheets with instructions
will be available in the cafeteria. We are encouraging everyone to participate by filling out the sheets and either email to Ladies Auxiliary Senior Burger Bash
lpourciau@juno.com or place your recipes in red collection
Saturday, October 14, 2017
box.
After 5pm Mass
The collection file box will be available at mass times on
Free to seniors 50 and over
Saturday and Sunday. We will collect these every Sunday
after 11 o’clock mass. After meeting with the committee There will be a meet & greet for all who
members, a time line for collection of the recipes will be set. signed up for the cookbook committee.
Our goal is to make this a successful project and a wonderful We will meet in the school parking lot at
6pm on Wednesday 23. If you are not
keepsake for years to come.
able to attend please call
Sincerely,
Vanessa
Pourciau at 225.921.3558.
Vanessa and Lester Pourciau

New Church Pews & Flooring
There’s still a chance to make a generous pledge to help fund the new pews and flooring. Cost estimates
are higher than expected. In addition, we will be installing a handicap accessible restroom so additional
funding would be appreciated. Pledge envelopes are available in the back of the church.

