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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
August

24 PSR Registration — Registration is ongoing. PSR Handbooks will be available on the first
day of class. We ask that you read it in its entirety, sign date and return the signature page by Sep-
tember 14, 2025. Please note carefully the class and sacramental preparation and reception dates.
Some dates may change, and some are yet to be determined. When this occurs, you will be noti-
fied in a timely manner.

This coming PSR School Year our focus will be on “Discipleship”.

Discipleship is a lifelong journey of following Christ, marked by personal encounter with Him,
faith formation, and the commitment to sharing the faith with others. This involves both personal
growth and actively engaging in evangelization, which is understood as sharing the Gospel mes-
sage through word and deed.

Key Aspects of Discipleship:

Encountering Christ:
Disciples begin with a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, which can happen through prayer,
sacraments, and study of Scripture.

Following Christ:
It involves imitating Christ example, striving to live according to his teachings, and accepting the
challenges of discipleship.

Witnessing to the Faith:
Disciples are called to be witnesses to their faith in their daily lives, sharing their experiences of
God's loves with others.

Stewardship of Vocation:
Disciples are also called to be stewards of their individual vocation, using their unique gifts and
talents to serve God and others.

In the next issue we will dive deeper into Discipleship.

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones * Anita Liggins

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Parish Fair 2025

We Are One
Please save the dates: Our Parish Fair is on the week-
end of October 3rd, 4th and Sth. Bring your family and
friends for a weekend full of fun, fellowship, and food.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more in-
formation, please contact the parish office @ 225 - 383
- 3479. Join us as we celebrate together—because We
are One.

Also remember that you can pick up your raffle book-
let at the back of the church after the Mass. Thank you

*Parish Council Meeting, Tuesday, August 26, 6
pm.

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, August 28,
6 pm.

*School Mass, Friday, August 29, 9 am.

*Birthday & Anniversary Celebration, Sunday,
August 31, 9:30 am.

*Adoration, Praise and Worship, Saturday, Sep-
tember 6, 3 pm.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2025-

26, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
August 23-29, 2025
Spm Gladys Lee
By: Joyce Decuir
Fr. Edward Chiffriller, SSJ
By: Parishioners

Dr. Melvin Jones
By: Carmen Jones

Isaac Haney
By: Weesie & Family

Saturday

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Sunday 8am Mrs. Joyce Vaughn
By: JW Vaughn & Family
Sr. Clara Jackson
By: Cynthia & Andre Verrett
11am The People of the Parish
Tuesday Frazier Jordan
By: Winston Jackson & Barbara Decuir
Friday Marecella Keyes
By: Weesie
Stewardshi
August 17, 2025
Regular Collection: $6108.00
Online Support: $3072.00
Parish Needs: $195.00
School Support: $1643.92

Ei Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Isaiah 66:18-21, Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13, Luke 13:22-30

Looking Good

Don’t you love it when the underdog wins? When the Cardinals beat the Yankees for the championship or
the Blues beat the Redwings, or the Rams beat anyone? Even when I watch a game with no St. Louis teams play-
ing, I still like to root for the underdog. That is what I like about today’s Gospel: the last will be first and the first
will be last.

Some say that Jesus was referring to the Jews, God’s chosen people, whom Jesus called first to be his dis-
ciples. When they rejected him, the call went out to the Gentiles, who became followers. Or perhaps in Jesus’
time, he was talking about the leaders of the Jews, the scribes and Pharisees. These refused to follow Jesus, while
ordinary Jews who did not feel threatened by Jesus’ teaching became disciples.

In a way, you can understand why the leaders rejected Jesus. They made a nice living out of the offerings
made by ordinary Jews. As long as they could decide who could enter the temple, they had a nice income flow.
They were smart enough to include the poor, by asking them for smaller offerings. And who could argue with
them? They worked for God. How dare Jesus say that they would be cast out, while people from the rest of the
world would enter the Kingdom of God!

And how about us? Remember that the Gospel was not written for non-believers. Are we threatened by
Jesus’ message? Just as the scribes and Pharisees considered themselves important in God’s eyes because of their
office, do we consider ourselves “saved” because we call ourselves Christians? Do we respect all people, or just
the ones we like? Are we generous to the poor, or just to our friends? Do we give good example to the people we
work with? Do we follow our conscience or do we follow the crowd?

Entry into the Kingdom of God is not a fashion statement. We don’t get there by looking good. We are in-
vited by Jesus to be last on earth so we can be first in the Kingdom.

Tom Schmidt



