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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
October 2025

12 PSR Class - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
19 PSR Class - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
26 PSR Class - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Christian liturgy has always contained an opportunity to make a choice for sharing. From the beginning,
Christians pooled their resources, especially for the care of widows and orphans, at the weekly Eucharist. Over the
years, the collection became detached from the liturgy and baskets or plates would be passed through the commu-
nity while the Mass was going on at the altar, or contributions would be collected at the doors. In Milan’s Ambro-
sian Rite, these gifts have always brought to the altar by lay people in procession. In German countries, the an-
cient custom was for the entire assembly to process with their gifts—first the men, then the women, then the
priests and deacons—to offer their gifts at the altar. The old ceremony of canonization included a curious vestige
of this procession: people would present the pope with two loaves of bread, two barrels of wine and water, five
candles, and three cages containing pigeons or turtledoves!
—James Field

SAINT TERESA OF JESUS (1515-1582)
October 15

Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you. Gifted with a passionate spirit, young Teresa dreamed of
converting Muslims and becoming a martyr. All things are passing; God never changes. But her mother’s death
when Teresa was fourteen inspired lifelong devotion to Our Lady, and Teresa entered the Carmelites, Mary’s or-
der, despite her father’s objections and her own fragile health. Patience gains everything. Initially, she enjoyed her
lax convent’s sociability and “busyness,” but mystical prayer and John of the Cross’ collaboration inspired her to
reform the Carmelites. Whoever has God, lacks nothing. When her ideals encountered resistance and brought suf-
fering, she maintained her peace- —and humor. Discovered devouring leftovers, she told her mildly scandalized
nuns, “When I fast, I fast! When I eat, I eat!” To nuns demanding less work and more prayer in the convent sched-
ule, she retorted: “What we really need around here are fewer starry eyes and more strong arms!” God alone is
enough! The italicized sentences here are her “Breviary Bookmark,” the simple, profound prayer of Teresa, the
first woman Doctor of the Church.

—Peter Scagnelli

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones * Anita Liggins

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Parish Fair 2025
We Are One

Words cannot express the depth of our gratitude to all
of you. Thank you for participating in this year’s Fair.
May God bless you abundantly in the mighty name of
Jesus. Amen. We appreciate the committee members,
all our volunteers and everyone who supported our ba-
zaar in one way or another. You all did an excellent
job. Thank you. May our Oneness continue to grow in

mind and heart. Amen. Gracias!

*Second Collection: The Propagation of the Faith,
October 19.

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, October 23,
10 am.

*School Mass, Friday, October 24, 9 am.

*School Advisory Board Meeting, Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, 10 am.

*Parish Council Meeting, October 28, 6 pm.
*School Mass, Friday, October 31,9 am.

*Black Catholic History Month, November 2025.
*Adoration, Praise & Worship, Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, 3 pm.

*All Saints, November 1, 2025.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2025-

26, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
October 11-12. 2025

Saturday Spm  Juanita Culbert

By: Camille & Kirkland

Sunday 9:30 am Walter Martin
By: Wilma Greene & Family

11 am People of the Parish

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship
October 05, 2025

Regular Collection: $6540.00
Online Support: $2305.74
Parish Needs: $166.00
School Support: $45.00

%‘ﬁ Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
2 Kings 5:14-17, 2 Timothy 2:8-13, Luke 17: 11- 19

Miracles of Faith

Besides being cured, what do Nathan (first reading) and the leper who thanked Jesus (Gospel) have in
common? Both of them began to believe. Nathan proclaims Israel’s God to be the only God; he even wants to
worship the Lord in his own country. The only leper who returned to thank Jesus was “glorifying God in a loud
voice” (Luke 17:15). It makes me wonder, what miracles do we see that help us grow in faith?

For an answer, we can look at a second thing they had in common: they both asked for help. Sometimes
we get caught up in self-sufficiency mode, thinking we have to handle all our problems by ourselves. We may
miss out on good solutions by not asking for help. Help often comes from someone who shows us a way through
our problems, without solving them for us. Perhaps if we talk about the problem with another person, the solution
will become obvious to us. If you think asking for help is a sign of weakness, you may be missing a chance for
God to act through one of your friends and give you support. And, of course, you can ask God for help in prayer,
giving God the chance to speak to your heart with the answer or the encouragement you need.

Miracles don’t just happen to other people. We may have friends who help us in times of need or inspire us
with their faith, but we have to decide to make a leap of faith ourselves. The third thing that Nathan and the leper
did in common was express their faith. You can spend your whole life thinking that you are a Christian, but if you
never express that faith, it will be no more than a theory. Scientists work with theories all the time, but until they
write out the math or do the experiments, the theory is never proven. St. Paul in the second reading, for example,
was suffering in prison, but he didn’t mind because his suffering demonstrated the importance of Jesus’ message
to him. So he wrote from prison in the hope that other Christians would be encouraged in their faith. Perhaps you
know of someone who inspired you with their faithfulness and dedication. Having a friend who helps us grow in
faith can be a very nice miracle indeed.

Tom Schmidt



