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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
October 2025

19 PSR Class — 29 Sunday in Ordinary Time — Circle of Grace Classes — October is designated the month of the
Rosary. All students will pray the Rosary during class — Join us 30 minutes before each weekend Mass to pray
the Rosary.

Is your life working? Most of us are trying to put together the jigsaw puzzle we call life without a very important
piece: prayer.

The Rosary is an extraordinary way to pray. It is a meditative prayer that honors Mary and asks for her interces-
sion. There is just something about it that settles our hearts and minds. It puts everything in perspective and allows
us to see things as they really are. It reaches deep down into our souls and puts us at ease, creating a peace that is
rare and beautiful.

You can pray the Rosary for a special intention. You can pray the Rosary to grow into a better person, employee,
neighbor, citizen, and member of the human family. You can pray the Rosary to deepen your love and understand-
ing of the Gospels. And it only takes about 20 minutes of your time!

The Rosary works. But don’t take our word for it. Try it yourself!

Witnessing to Faith:

Disciples are called to be witnesses to their faith in their daily lives, sharing their experiences of God’s love for
others. Christ commands us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth. We are to proclaim his Good News to all
people, everywhere and at all times. After Christ promises the disciples that the Holy Spirit will come upon them,
he ascends into heaven. The disciples, rather than heeding Christ’s command to be his witnesses, stare “intently at
the sky.” It takes “two men dressed in white garments” asking, “Men of Galilee, why are you . . . looking at the
sky?” for the disciples to begin to realize the meaning of Christ’s command (Acts 1:10-11).

How often do we fail to realize that we are called to be Christ’s witnesses to the world? Do we realize that our
Baptism, Confirmation, and reception of the Eucharist bestow on us the grace we need to be disciples? Are we
like the disciples staring at the sky rather than inviting those around us to experience Christ’s love and mercy
through the Church? How often do we reach out to our missing brothers and sisters by inviting them to join us at
Mass or by asking why they no longer feel welcomed at the Lord’s Table? The answers to these questions underlie
the evangelizing mission of the Church, especially in the call of the New Evangelization.

The New Evangelization seeks to invite modern man and culture into a relationship with Jesus Christ and his
Church. The New Evangelization strives to engage our culture and to help us draw our inspiration from the Gos-
pel. The New Evangelization calls all Catholics first to be evangelized and then in turn to evangelize. Pope John
Paul II states, “while it is directed to all people, the New Evangelization focuses specifically on those Christian
communities that have Catholic roots but have lost the living sense of the faith, or even no longer consider them-
selves members of the Church.”

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones * Anita Liggins

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

/2 1(.((5//'1 tzéaals crrcd tzileelaaticarts. (:l/ ‘(;u(f.s’ FEZRCC, LLrc 17(’1}}1112?

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Parish Fair 2025
We Are One

Words cannot express the depth of our gratitude to all
of you. Thank you for participating in this year’s Fair.
May God bless you abundantly in the mighty name of
Jesus. Amen. We appreciate the committee members,
all our volunteers and everyone who supported our ba-
zaar in one way or another. You all did an excellent
job. Thank you. May our Oneness continue to grow in

mind and heart. Amen. Gracias!

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, October 23,
10 am.

*School Mass, Friday, October 24, 9 am.

*School Advisory Board Meeting, Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, 10 am.

*Parish Council Meeting, October 28, 6 pm.
*School Mass, Friday, October 31, 9 am.

*Black Catholic History Month, November 2025.
*Adoration, Praise & Worship, Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, 3 pm.

*All Saints, November 1, 2025.

*All Souls’, November 2, 2025.

T St. Francis Xavier
T
"Register your child for the S chool 2025-

26, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
October 18-19. 2025

Saturday Spm  The People of the Parish

For the intentions of our
School.

Sunday 8 am

11 am For the Sick and Shut-in

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship
October 05, 2025

Regular Collection: $10,633.00
Online Support: $1949.00
Parish Needs: $130.00
School Support: $185.00

%‘ﬁ Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Exodus 17: 8-13, 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2, Luke 18: 1-8

Perseverance

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives a clever example of why we are to persevere in praying, even if we think the prayer is
not being heard. The crooked judge just wanted to get that widow off his back. She was lucky her adversary didn’t pester the
judge, too; he might have gone the other way. So we can pray to God with even more confidence, because we know that God
loves us and will answer our prayers.

St. Paul carries that theme of perseverance even further. He is not just talking about prayer here; he encourages Tim-
othy to persevere in proclaiming God’s word as well. That command we may find more challenging than prayer. He tells
Timothy (and us!) to “convince, reprimand and encourage through all patience and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). How can we
do that?

“Convince” reminds me that our faith should be reasonable. Not that we can prove all that we believe in a scientific
way, but our faith should be realistic; after all, God made the world, so God should know how it works. Jesus’ command to
love one another, for instance, can be taught much more convincingly by giving examples of love. A mother who hugs her
child when he is hurt, forgives him when he is sorry, and encourages him when he feels lost is teaching that command in a
way that will be remembered much longer than just telling him to love people. So we can convince others of our faith by
showing them examples of love, forgiveness, and encouragement.

Paul also talks about reprimanding each other. That may be what he was thinking when he says that proclaiming the
word can sometimes be inconvenient. Most people find it difficult to reprimand someone they are in charge of, much less
one who is equal in status. That’s where patience comes in. A reprimand can be made patiently and gently, as a sign of con-
cern rather than authority.

Paul lastly mentions teaching. He probably was referring to teaching the Hebrew scriptures and how they were ful-
filled in Christ. Parents can do their part by teaching the stories from the Bible, helping children to see God in creation,
teaching them to pray, and being good examples of God’s love for them. If you send your children to religion classes or the
parish school, do what you can to support the teachers so that what the children learn at school is practiced at home. What
the children see (or don’t see) at home has a much greater effect than a few hours a week in a classroom.

Tom Schmidt



