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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.
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What is Advent?

The season of Advent is a time of expectation, when we prepare our home and our hearts to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day. The word Advent is derived from the Latin
word adventus, which means “coming”.

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second
coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From the ear-
liest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ promise to come back. But the
scripture readings during Advent tell us not to waste our time with predictions. Advent is not
about speculation. Our Advent readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and dis-
tracted by the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36). Like Lent, the liturgical color for Advent is pur-
ple since both are seasons that prepare us for great feast days. Advent also includes an element of
penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christ-
mas.

Advent is a season of hope, a time to nurture peace and experience joy in anticipation for the love
that is made incarnate with the birth of Jesus.

Keep this purpose ever in mind as you make your plans to prepare for Christmas. Everything will
make sense or become senseless in relation to this purpose. If baking cookies helps you achieve
this purpose, bake away. Sitting quietly on a park bench, taking long walks in quiet places, visit-
ing your church each day, reading, singing, serving others...whatever it is that helps you achieve
the purpose of Advent, give yourself to those activities.

Wake up each day with this purpose in your heart and on your mind. Purpose has a way of trans-
forming the way we live our lives. Allow the purpose of Advent to transform you.
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give -~ i
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Church S

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at | *Birthday and Wedding Anniversary Celebration,

6 pm at the Parish Office. Sunday, November 30, 9:30 am.

- *The Feast of St. Francis Xavier, Wednesday, De-
Sock It To Me Campaign cember 3,9 am.

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, December
4,10 am.

*First Friday Fish Fry, December 5, 10 am.
*Adoration, Praise, and Worship, Saturday, De-
cember 6, 3 pm.

*Immaculate Conception, Monday, December 8,
Mass at 9 am and 6 pm.

We have kicked off our “Sock It To Me” campaign.
Collection boxes for new socks are located at the en-
trances to church. We are asking for your support in
collecting 1000 pairs of socks to donate to infants, chil-
dren, and adults in need. The campaign is a service
project of the Junior Daughters and will be ongoing
through the month of December. Thanks for your con-
tinued support.
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Today’s Readings
Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:37- 44

Do What You Can

The reading from the prophet Isaiah this Sunday contains a remarkable prediction—the end of war be-
tween nations (Isaiah 2:4). While most of the good predictions of the prophets were fulfilled in Jesus, we still
await the end of all wars. So why hasn’t that one been fulfilled? We can look to the second reading and the Gospel
for some hints.

Both readings talk about being awake and ready for our salvation (Romans 13:12) or the coming of the
Son of Man (Matthew 24:39). Being awake doesn’t mean consuming lots of coffee or turning the music volume
all the way up. Paul calls it “putting on the Lord Jesus Christ” as a soldier would put on armor before a battle. He
even mentions rivalry and jealousy as attitudes to avoid. Both of those vices have been the cause of many wars in
our history. What if we not only avoided them, but also taught our children to avoid them? What if everyone even-
tually learned not to be jealous and hateful?

We are a long way from ending all wars. There are still people who teach hate to the poor instead of help-
ing to feed them. There are still people who get rich selling the weapons of war. This brings us back to the first
reading, in which Isaiah speaks of beating swords into plowshares. Do we have enough faith in God’s love to stop
building weapons and use those resources to feed the hungry or cure diseases in underprivileged countries? Until
we convert everyone to following Jesus, that’s not likely. The Gospel calls us to be ready. Maybe we need to be
ready to share our faith. Maybe we have to be awake to any opportunity to show God’s love to those around us.
Are we afraid to offer to pray for someone in need? Maybe we need to put on the “armor of light,” as St. Paul calls
it. Instead of trying to stop all wars, could we at least show forgiveness to someone who has hurt us?

Jesus never said to do the impossible. If we can be ready to see Jesus in those around us, to show his love
to those who need it, or just be patient with other people’s faults and weaknesses, we may not stop all wars, but
we will be prepared for the coming of the Prince of Peace.
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