
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. MARVA KADOR WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 

EMAIL:SFXPSR@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 

EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of every month (no baptism during lent). Baptismal 
Preparation class is held on the Thursday before baptism at 6pm. This class is mandatory. Please register at 
least one week in advance  of the class through the Religious education Office or the parish 
Office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated one half hour before each weekend mass. 
 

Marriage Law of the Diocese requires a six month preparation period before marriage.  
Couples must attend a pre-marriage seminar. In this Diocese there are no evening weddings on Saturday It is 
necessary to see the priest  before setting a date. 
 

Care of the Sick: please call the priest for the Sacrament of the sick and /or hospital  visitation. If the sacrament of 
the sick is critically needed, please call rev. Henry Ihuoma’s number listed above or the Chaplaincy Office at the Hos-
pital. 
 

Funerals: please call the church office  before setting a date and a time for a funeral. 
 

Religious Education Classes are every Sunday from 9:30AM to 10:30AM.  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) Classes  on Sunday from 9:30a.m. to 10:45a.m. please call the Religious 
Education Office at 225.343.3075 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 

TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 

WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 
SATURDAY:                                                          EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION—3:30 PM 

Rev. Ugochukwu “Henry” Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
1110 1yrtle 1ale  

Bllon1Roug ,1LA17 8 0 

  The Epiphany of the Lord      
January 04, 2026 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
*Elizabeth Whitfield  *Linda Gills-Beshears Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis*Alphonse Deconge III 

 
   John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong 

 
Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones * Anita Liggins 

PSR News  
January 2025 

The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphainen, a verb that means "to shine upon," "to 
manifest," or “to make known.” Thus, the feast of the Epiphany celebrates the many ways that 
Christ has made Himself known to the world, mainly the three events that manifested the mission 
and divinity of Christ: the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), 
and the miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11). 
 
 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Life hands us many epiphanies or “wake‑up calls.” A few years ago, a young couple adopted a 
two-year-old child in a morass of red tape, complications, and court hearings. At the baby’s bap-
tism, the priest suggested appending an “adoption blessing,” wherein the new relationship was ex-
pressed and affirmed. There is a place in that rite for the child to speak, and instead the priest said, 
“Can you give Daddy a kiss?” Standing in the midst of his church, the young adoptive father sud-
denly welled up with tears as he embraced the child. Afterward, he explained that through all the 
hassles and legal struggles he never until that moment in church understood that he was the parent 
of this child. The ritual claimed them for each other, gave expression to their relationship that the 
legal documents never could, and firmly cemented this child into the heart of a community as 
everyone erupted into heartfelt applause. This assembly witnessed in a powerful way what hap-
pens in every baptism: the mystery of adoption, the free flow of grace, the overwhelming sense of 
God’s presence at the heart of our life’s journey. 
—Rev. James Field 
 
 
OUR LADY OF PROMPT SUCCOR 
January 8 
Mary is patroness of the city of New Orleans and the state of Louisiana under this title. The statue 
of Our Lady of Prompt Succor was brought to New Orleans in 1810 by a French Ursuline sister, 
Mother St. Michel Gensoul, in thanksgiving for receiving permission to join the Ursulines there. 
“Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.” 
 

  
  

 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  



Mass Intentions  
January 03-04, 2026 

 
Saturday     5 pm      The People of the Parish  
                                           

Sunday        8 am       The People of the Parish  
                    
                             11 am      Christopher Vaughn 
                                                          By: Betty Davis 

                                  Ruben Davis 

                                                          By: Betty Davis  

   Tyler Irvin & Those Who are  
                          Deployed  
                                                          By: Catrina Irvin & Family 

                                    Cyril Egbe 
                                                          By: Justin & Mabel Egbe 

 
                                                           
        

Throu gh tri al s  an d tr ib ul ati o ns ,  by  Go d’ s  grace,  we tri ump h!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.  
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

Bible Study 
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at       
6 pm at the Parish Office.   

Appreciation 

On behalf of the Pastor and the entire Staff of 
our Parish and School, we wish to thank you 
all for your generous support in the year 2025. 
We are grateful for how you supported us im-
mensely with your Time, Talent, and Treasure. 
We are looking forward to a better 2026 with 
you. Do have a Merry Christmas and a Pros-
perous New Year.   

Upcoming Events in the Parish      
*Town Hall Meeting, Tuesday, January 6, 6 pm. 
*Bible Study, Thursday, January 8, 6 pm. 
*The Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 11. 
*Youth Mass, Sunday, January 11, 8 am.  
*Jambalaya Sales, Sunday, January 11, 9 am. 
*Bible Study, Thursday, January 15, 6 pm. 
*Ministry Leader Meeting, Saturday, January 17, 
10 am. 

   
Join us for  

Adoration, Praise, and Worship 
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - 

4:30 pm 

 

"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-
27, The  Mustang Experience Awaits You." For 
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan 
the QR Code. 

Stewardship   
 
 

TBA 
 
      

Thanks for your Generosity!                

 
 

Enrolling Grades K - 8 
 
(225) 387-6639 

http://www.sfxbr.org/


 
        

 

The Star of Bethlehem 
 
Almost every year at Christmastime, you can find an article or documentary about the star of Bethlehem. 

Astronomers give various theories about whether the magi saw a new star, perhaps a supernova, or a comet, or a 
conjunction of two or more planets. Since the magi are generally believed to be astrologers, the conjunction seems 
most likely. 

But more important is the meaning of the star. In Matthew’s Gospel, light is used as a symbol of the good 
news of Jesus coming into the world. Jesus is the light of the world, so the magi follow that light to get to Jesus. 
That’s why verse 9 of the Gospel has the image of the star preceding the wise men and stopping over the house 
where Jesus was. By following the star, they become followers of Christ. So what do the magi show us about fol-
lowing Jesus? 

First, they take the initiative. They saw the star, figured out what it meant, and made their journey. As fol-
lowers of Jesus, we can look for what needs to be done (in our family, parish, or community) and do it. We don’t 
have to wait for the pastor to call us and beg for help—there are probably articles in this bulletin asking for help. 

Second, they expressed their faith in Jesus by the gifts they brought: gold—a gift for a king, who is worthy 
to be followed; frankincense—Jesus is worthy to be worshiped as Son of God; and myrrh—Jesus becomes king by 
dying for us all. We can express our faith in many ways. We can volunteer to help the poor, the elderly, or the dis-
abled. We can teach our children how to pray and tell them about all that God has done for us. 

Third, they were not afraid to take risks for Jesus. When they went back home without telling Herod where 
they found the child, Herod was furious (Matthew 2:16). For all they knew, he could have come after them. How 
often do we take risks for the Lord, by openly speaking about our faith or giving God credit for the good that we 
do? Let the star of Bethlehem remind us that Jesus is the star of our lives. 

 
Tom Schmidt 

 

Today’s Readings 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6, Matthew 2:1-12 


