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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
February 2026

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The feast of the Presentation is a day for the blessing of candles. Why does liturgy require
candles? In the first years of the church, worship was often at night, and candles and torches were
carried from place to place within the worship space as needed. Candles were also a mark of fes-
tivity and hospitality when people gathered for prayer in homes, and later on in large buildings
with thick walls and dark corners. But even after gaslight and electricity, candles were kept.

Part of the reason has to do with the warm, clean light of a candle’s flame. Candles are a good
sign of the partnership of God and creation: wax made by bees, gathered and fashioned by human
hands into something beautiful and useful. In order for the light to shine, the candle surrenders
itself, almost as if it is pouring itself out so that the light can flood into the world. The candle of
baptism, placed into our hands, and carried again and again, speaks silently of that same wisdom.
If you would save your life, you must lose it. You must pour your life out like Christ so that you
may be filled with the light of his love.

—James Field

SAINT AGATHA (died 251)
February 5

“Of noble birth and great beauty,” so the ancient accounts describe Saint Agatha, martyred
during an early persecution for refusing a powerful Roman’s offer of marriage, since she had con-
secrated her virginity to Christ. An early preacher, Saint Methodius, reflects instead on her name,
noting that, in Greek, Agatha means “good,” goodness being something we can all strive for, no-
bly born or common, blessed with beauty—or not! So brutal were the tortures that violated her
youthful innocence, Agatha, like Agnes and several other women martyrs, was honored from time
immemorial by having her name inscribed in the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I). Long in-
voked as protector against earthquakes—Mount Etna erupted as she was being tortured—recent
attention has focused on the particularly cruel torture decreed for Agatha, the cutting off of her
breasts. This has inspired cancer survivors to promote Saint Agatha as patron and intercessor for
women courageously facing breast cancer, for their families and the multitude of supporters who
participate in fund-raising marches and races, and, of course, for the dedicated researchers who
seek a cure.
—Peter Scagnelli

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis*Alphonse Deconge I11




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Announcement

All SFX members of the Divine 9 are asked to attend
the 11 a.m. mass on Sunday, February 8, in honor of
Black History Month. Please wear your Sorority or
Fraternity colors or paraphernalia.

Calling all former and current Sacred Dancers. Please
get in touch with Bridgette Richard if you are interest-
ed in participating in a special Black History perfor-
mance on Sunday, February 22, at the 11 a.m. mass.

*Black History Month, February 1 - 28.

*Bible Study, Thursday, February 5, 6 pm.
*Adoration, Praise, and Worship, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, 3 pm.

*Mardi Gras Ball, Saturday, February. 7, 8 pm -
12 Midnight.

*Youth Mass, Sunday, February 8, 8 am.

*Bible Study, Thursday, February 12, 6 pm.
*School Mass, Friday, February 13, 9 am.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2026-

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.

Enrolling Grades K - 8 [=1 775G ]

(225) 387-6639 IEI&E—'._..-

Mass Intentions
January 31 - February 3. 2026

Saturday Spm  The People of the Parish
Sunday 8am  The People of the Parish

11am Ronald Gathe, Sr.
By: Valery and Betty Lowery

Tuesday Spm Leola Kador
By: Marva Kador Williams

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship
February 01, 2026
Regular Collection: $2660.00
Online Support: $1686.00
Parish Needs: $5.00
School Support: $406.00

Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Matthew 5:1 - 12a

Boast in the Lord

What are you most proud of? What do you like to boast about? Were you top of your class in college? Are
your children the most well-behaved? Do you work harder than anyone in your office? Everyone likes to have
something they are the best at, or at least very good. But it really is kind of silly to base your own worth on what
you accomplish. What truly makes us important is that we are loved by God. This love begins at our birth, long
before we have accomplished anything. Our second reading tells how God uses the foolish, weak, or poorest peo-
ple to shame those who are wise, strong, and wealthy. Why? Because God loves the poor, the weak, the disabled,
the homeless just as much as God loves the important people. And the poor probably love God more than the
powerful, rich people do.

And it’s not just the external qualities that are important. Some wealthy people have great love for the
poor. Some of the best teachers only work with disabled children. My dentist is a very good doctor, but is happiest
when he goes to help the poor in Latin America. Our Gospel on the Beatitudes today makes that clear if you listen
carefully. Blessed are not just the poor, but the poor in spirit; not only the hungry, but those who hunger for right-
eousness. That’s what Saint Paul means when he says, “Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord” (1 Corinthians
1:31). In other words, it is not so much what you do, as what God does through you. How much you know is less
important than how well you know the Lord. It’s not so much where you live, as whether God is living in you.

So how do we get to be “important” to God? Instead of asking God to make my projects a success, I can
ask what God wants me to do. Instead of reading every magazine or blog to impress your co-workers with your
worldly knowledge, take time to read the scriptures and to listen quietly to the Lord in prayer. Instead of com-
plaining about the government or your parish, try volunteering your time. And for all the good that you do, re-
member to thank the Lord.

Tom Schmidt



