
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. MARVA KADOR WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 

EMAIL:SFXPSR@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 

EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of every month (no baptism during lent). Baptismal 
Preparation class is held on the Thursday before baptism at 6pm. This class is mandatory. Please register at 
least one week in advance  of the class through the Religious education Office or the parish 
Office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated one half hour before each weekend mass. 
 

Marriage Law of the Diocese requires a six month preparation period before marriage.  
Couples must attend a pre-marriage seminar. In this Diocese there are no evening weddings on Saturday It is 
necessary to see the priest  before setting a date. 
 

Care of the Sick: please call the priest for the Sacrament of the sick and /or hospital  visitation. If the sacrament of 
the sick is critically needed, please call rev. Henry Ihuoma’s number listed above or the Chaplaincy Office at the Hos-
pital. 
 

Funerals: please call the church office  before setting a date and a time for a funeral. 
 

Religious Education Classes are every Sunday from 9:30AM to 10:30AM.  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) Classes  on Sunday from 9:30a.m. to 10:45a.m. please call the Religious 
Education Office at 225.343.3075 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 

TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 

WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 
SATURDAY:                                                          EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION—3:30 PM 

Rev. Ugochukwu “Henry” Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  
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  Second Sunday of Lent         
March 01, 2026 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
*Elizabeth Whitfield  *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis*Alphonse Deconge 

 
   John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong 

 
Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred 

PSR News  
March 2026 

1.  PSR Class – 2nd Sunday of Lent  

8. PSR Class – 3rd Sunday of Lent – PSR Ministry Round-up – Topic: Confirmation and       
Reconciliation Preparation  

 
Almsgiving  
 
The foundational call of Christians to charity is a frequent theme of the Gospels.  During Lent, we 
are asked to focus more intently on "almsgiving," which means donating money or goods to the 
poor and performing other acts of charity.  As one of the three pillars of Lenten practice, almsgiv-
ing is "a witness to fraternal charity" and “a work of justice pleasing to God." (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 2462).    
 
There are several special opportunities for almsgiving through donations to Church ministries for 
which collections are conducted during the Lenten season including:  
• Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe  
• National Black and Indian Mission Collection  
• Catholic Relief Services Collection  
• Collection for the Holy Land  
• CSR Rice Bowl  
 
Many dioceses hold special appeals for local needs during Lent and there are countless other 
ways to offer your time, talent and treasure to needy individuals and organizations during Lent 
and throughout the year.  For ideas, contact your diocesan Social Concerns office or your local 
Catholic Charities affiliate.  
 
The USCCB Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development has a variety of Resources 
and Tools on the Church's social mission and the option for the poor, including an updat-
ed Poverty Tour.  
 
In our next issue, we will focus on fasting.  
 
 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  



Mass Intentions  
February 28-March 01, 2026 

 
Saturday     5 pm       Juanita Culbert 
                                                          By: Camille Fleet & Kirkland Johnson 
                                                                                                 

Sunday        8 am       The People of the Parish 
                                                           
                             11 am      Tyler Irwin and All Who Are 
    Deployed 
                                                          By: Catrina Irwin 
   Aline “Cookie” Vaughn 
                                                          By: Pam Ross 
 

Throu gh tri al s  an d tr ib ul ati o ns ,  by  Go d’ s  grace,  we tri ump h!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.  
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

Bible Study 
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at       
6 pm at the Parish Office.   

Announcements  

 Fish Fry Fundraiser 2026 
We are receiving donations for our fish fry 
fundraiser. Each family can support us by do-
nating $100 for a case of fish. You can make 
your payment via envelope or online giving. 
Please indicate the purpose of your collection. 
Thanks for your generosity.  

Upcoming Events in the Parish   
    

*Lenten Revival, Monday - Wednesday, March 02 
- 04, 6 pm. 
*Bible Study, Thursday, March 05, 6 pm.                                                                
*Lenten Fish Fry, Friday, March 06, 10 am - 2 
pm.                                                                        
*Stations of the Cross, Friday, March 06, 2pm and 
3pm.                                                                               
*Adoration, Praise, and Worship, Saturday, March 07, 3 
pm.  

*Bible Study, Thursday, March 12, 6 pm.   
*Stations of the Cross, Friday, March 13, 2pm and 
3pm. 

   
Join us for  

Adoration, Praise, and Worship 
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - 

4:30 pm 

 

"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-
27, The  Mustang Experience Awaits You." For 
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan 
the QR Code. 

Stewardship   
February 15, 2026 

       Regular Collection:          $7566.00 

            Online Support:           $2140.00           

                Parish Needs:            $145.00         

            School Support:            $407.00 

 
Thanks for your Generosity!                

Enrolling Grades K - 8 
 
(225) 387-6639 

http://www.sfxbr.org/


 
        

 

Transfiguration Manifestation 
 
It may seem odd to hear the Gospel of the Transfiguration of Jesus during Lent. Wouldn’t it fit better after 

Easter? After all, the disciples who witnessed it did not tell anyone else about it until after the Resurrection 
(Matthew 17:9). An answer is found a few verses after our Gospel selection. Jesus tells the disciples that he will 
suffer (Matthew 17:12).  The vision of Jesus’ glory shared by Peter, James, and John was meant to help them not 
to become discouraged by Jesus’ death on the cross. 

The story encourages us during the long season of Lent to be faithful to our prayers, our Lenten sacrifices, 
and our charity because we have seen a glimpse of the glory that is coming. Some of the details in the Gospel can 
help us understand. 

First, we hear about Jesus’ appearance, that “his face shone like the sun” (Matthew 17:2). Just as we can’t 
look directly at the sun, so people thought that if they looked at the face of God they would die. If the disciples 
didn’t believe that Jesus was the Son of God before, they surely did now. For us this can be a reminder that God is 
with us during this season of Lent, helping our faith to grow. 

Next, the three disciples see Moses and Elijah, who were signs that Jesus fulfills the law and the prophets. 
But when Peter tries to keep them around by offering to set up tents for them, the voice of God interrupts. God 
tells them that now they should listen to Jesus. The Gospel tells us to keep our eyes on Jesus throughout Lent. Do I 
grumble about Lent, seeing it as another set of laws to be obeyed? Perhaps I’m forgetting that Lent is not about 
how much I do for God, but a time to reflect on what God has done for me. 
The last line of the Gospel has Jesus admonishing the three not to tell anyone about their vision until after his res-
urrection. Maybe the disciples were tempted to brag that they were better than the other followers of Jesus. This 
reminds us that the sacrifices of Lent don’t just make us look holy; they lead us to the new life of Easter.  
 
 
Tom Schmidt 

Today’s Readings 
Genesis 12:1-4a, 2 Timothy 1:8b-10, Matthew 17:1 - 9 


