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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075
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Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

“Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a
“pentecost,” in other words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of Resurrec-
tion appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest efforts at being church.

Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may be described in similar terms, since
at the very beginning an angel tells the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into
Galilee.” Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did his finest work, his preaching, his
healing, his gathering the lost and the marginalized to the table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up,
putting our renewed baptismal promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds
waiting for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a meal. The water
often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide reminds us: these are the golden, shining
days of grace, days to nurture the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter.
—Rev. James Field

SAINT OF THE WEEK
SAINT ANSELM (1033-1109)
April 21

For anyone disheartened at how easily contemporary discussions of disputed Church-State
issues escalate from civil discourse to shrill polemic, Anselm provides perspective. Grounded in
the Benedictine Rule’s balanced “prayer and work,” this monk-scholar, called from his Abbey to
become Archbishop of Canterbury, was thrust into firestorms of political intrigue, himself the tar-
get of warring bishops and nobles, kings and popes. Yet from depths of inner peace, Anselm
wrote this moving exhortation by which today’s Liturgy of the Hours celebrates him: “Rise up,
insignificant man! From your preoccupations, flee a while. From your turbulent thoughts, hide for
a time. Your crushing responsibilities cast aside. Your burdensome business lay down. Free a little
space for God. Rest a little while in him!” “Faith seeking understanding” was his strikingly con-
temporary motto; and though renowned as an erudite philosopher-theologian, Anselm also left
personal letters, profound for their insights on Christian friendship. Along with those, he com-
posed “A Prayer for My Friends” and “A Prayer for My Enemies,” reminding us that those who
love God most passionately are also those who love others most humanly.
—Peter Scagnelli

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis* Howard Louis
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

@Ok

SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Announcements

Fish Fry Fundraiser 2026

We are receiving donations for our fish fry
fundraiser. Each family can support us by do-
nating $100 for a case of fish. You can make
your payment via envelope or online giving.
Please indicate the purpose of your collection.
The deadline is April 30. Thanks for your gen-
erosity.

*Parish Fair Committee Meeting, Monday, April
20, 6 pm.

*Town Hall Meeting, Tuesday, April 21, 6 pm.
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, April 23, 10
am.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2026-

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
March 18-23. 2026

Saturday Spm  Joyce D. Vaughn

By: Joi Spears
Jacqueline Stripling
By: Carmen Jones

Dr. Melvin Jones
By: Stephanie and Harlan Jones

Sunday 8am  The People of the Parish

11am  Tyler Irvin and All Who Are

Deployed

By: Catrina Irvin & family

Mattie Gills.
By: Debra Johnson

Thursday 9 am

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship
April 12, 2026
Regular Collection: $10,249.00
Online Support: $3007.36
Parish Needs: $245.00
School Support: $20.00

Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Acts 2: 14, 22-33, 1 Peter 1:17-21, Luke 24:13-35

Emmaus Amazement

Today’s Gospel has some surprises for the disciples going to Emmaus. The first is that Luke tells us Jesus
appeared to them, “but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him” (Luke 24:16). Now I don’t think Jesus
was wearing glasses like Clark Kent. More likely, they were prevented by their lack of faith. They knew that Jesus
had died, so this man who looked familiar couldn’t be him. All they had heard was that Jesus’ body was missing
from the tomb. Luke says they were debating, as if they couldn’t decide what to believe.

That leads to the second point. No, they were not surprised that the “stranger” could quote Scripture. Most
Jewish men were familiar with the scriptures, but they were amazed at how Jesus explained them. Even the disci-
ples had not thought of them as predicting Jesus’ suffering and death. Yet they seem to know the truth of what Je-
sus was saying. Their hearts were burning with the fire of the Holy Spirit, who helped them to understand the new
meaning of Scripture. Their story can help us, too.

If you find you are not always able to see Jesus in the people or events of your life, you may need to
stretch your faith. One way to do that is to discuss it with others. The two disciples were stretching their faith as
they discussed what they had heard. Even better, debate it with someone who doesn’t believe. (Remember to keep
it friendly.) You may not convince them to change, but your faith will grow as you learn to express it. Another
way to stretch your faith is to read and pray over the scriptures. Ask what God is trying to tell you in them. The
disciples on the way to Emmaus began to see how Jesus fulfilled the promises found there. Passages that may
have been mysterious before began to become clear when applied to Jesus.

Ask God to help you see Jesus in other people. Receive Jesus in Communion as often as you can (at least
once a week). Trust him and expect to see Jesus both in the people around you and in the changes that come into
your life. The more you look for Jesus, the easier it is to see him.

Tom Schmidt



