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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Especially during the Easter season, we are very conscious of the communal nature of baptism. We stand wit-
ness to the baptism of adults at the Easter Vigil in many parishes, and countless parishes celebrate festive bap-
tisms for infants. The rule for celebrating baptism is that it be only once a day in any parish church, a sign of the
Church’s desire that baptism be the work of the gathered community. “Private baptism” is therefore a misnomer,
since all baptisms, even emergency baptisms for infants in danger of death, are a public act of entrance in to the
Body of Christ, the Church.

In an emergency, and providing the parents desire it, anyone can baptize by pouring water and saying, “I bap-
tize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” But then afterward the Church is en-
couraged to supply what is missing: the gathered assembly to proclaim and hear God’s word, the promises, the
naming, the anointings, the clothing with a white garment, the candle, the Lord’s Prayer, and the solemn blessing
of the parents at the altar. Wonderfully, this ritual often provides the opportunity for great rejoicing at the recovery
of an infant who had been in danger.

—Rev. James Field

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA (1347-1380)
April 29

Imagine the pope receiving a young woman still in her twenties who addresses him as “my sweet Christ on earth,”
then orders: “Get back to Rome where you belong!” Amazingly, Gregory XI complied! Yet this was but one
astonishing incident in the extraordinary life of Catherine of Siena, a truly unique medieval woman. Youngest of
twenty-five children, Catherine refused marriage and became a Dominican Tertiary at sixteen, cloistering herself
at home in contemplative prayer, austere penances, and mystical experiences, culminating in “spiritual espousal”
to Christ. Then, incarnating the Dominican ideal of “passing on to others the fruits of contemplation,” Catherine
left her solitude to care for the poor, nurse the sick, comfort the dying, and bury the dead. Increasingly renowned
for converting souls and healing bodies, she was sought after to broker peace during civil wars and Church
schisms. All this, and like Jesus, whom she called “my “Divine Spouse,” she died at thirty-three! Four hundred
letters and her spiritual classic The Dialogue inspired Paul VI to name her, together with Teresa of Avila, the first
women “doctors of the Church.”

—Peter Scagnelli
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*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis* Howard Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

C /2 1(:((511'1 tzécals crrcd tzileelaaticrts. l:l/ ‘(;u(f.s’ FETRCC, LLec 17}'};7/1112?

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give -~ i
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Church S

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at | *Parish Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 28, 6 pm.

6 pm at the Parish Office. *GriefShare Ministry, Wednesday, April 29, 6 pm.

*Bible Study, Thursday, April 30, 6 pm.
Announcements *Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, Friday, May 1, 9

Fish Fry Fundraiser 2026 am.

We are receiving donations for our fish fry
fundraiser. Each family can support us by do- Mass Intentions
nating $100 for a case of fish. You can make March 25-26, 2026
your payment via envelope or online giving.
Please indicate the purpose of your collection. |Saturday Spm  Richard Camble, Jr.

ine is April 30. Thanks for your gen- o Caokt
The deadline is April 30. y g Aline “Cookie” Vaughn

el‘OSity. By: The Lee Family

Mary & John T. Henning
By: Sylvia Nelson

@t. Francis {(ga:z:f Sunday  8am  The People of the Parish
"Register your child for the S chool 2026-

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For 11 am %’le{ Irv;“ and All Who Are
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan 25’ g},’,ﬁa Irvin & family
the QR Code. Earl Bougeois
By: Betty & Ronald Decuir
Vincent Byrd, Jr.
. _|: By: Family
Enrolling Grades K - 8 [=] EI
(225) 387-6639 & : Stewardship
[=]5202r April 19,2026
Regular Collection: $6378.00
Join us for Onlin(.e Support.: $2186.25
Adoration, Praise, and Worship o Earisg Needs: $;35630
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - chool Support: 370.

4:30 pm

Thanks for your Generosity!
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Today’s Readings
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41, 1 Peter 2:20b-25, John 10:1-10

A Lot of Nerve

The first reading from Acts of the Apostles takes place right after the disciples received the gifts of the Ho-
ly Spirit at Pentecost. Peter, the apostle who had denied knowing Jesus before he died, now comes out and accuses
the crowd of killing Jesus. Considering that he was outnumbered three thousand to one, it took a lot of nerve. So
the Spirit gave him the courage to face that crowd. But he did more than just stand up to the people. He offered
them forgiveness and hope. He asked them to repent, but not just profess a rejection of sin. What we call repent-
ance, in Peter’s time meant a change of heart away from sin and toward a new way of acting or believing. He of-
fered them the same gift of the Spirit that he and the disciples had received. As Peter says in our second reading,
“free from sin, [they] might live for righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24). We too can make a change of heart. We can
turn away from selfishness and begin to love as Jesus did. We can relinquish anger and begin to forgive. We can
put aside fear and boldly proclaim our faith.

Peter also shows us another gift of the Spirit—the ability to suffer for doing good. That also takes a lot of
nerve. It’s hard enough to suffer for our sins; who wants to suffer for doing good? Yet that is just what Jesus did
for us. It is what all disciples are called to do. Following the example of Jesus on the cross, we accept the suffering
that comes to us. It may be ridicule for expressing our faith, the pain of losing someone we love, or the eventual
pain of dying ourselves. We accept pain because we love the Lord and so love others enough to bear the pain of
helping them.

As Jesus became flesh through the power of the Holy Spirit, so the same Spirit shows us that Jesus is pre-
sent today in his disciples, in the poor, the homeless, the sick and dying. Let us ask the Spirit to help us repent
from selfishness to live a new life of love for God and our neighbor.

Tom Schmidt



