
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. MARVA KADOR WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 

EMAIL: STFRANXAVIERCCD@BELLSOUTH.NET 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 

EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of every month (no baptism during lent). Baptismal 
Preparation class is held on the Thursday before baptism at 6pm. This class is mandatory. Please register at 
least one week in advance  of the class through the Religious education Office or the parish 
Office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated one half hour before each weekend mass. 
 

Marriage Law of the Diocese requires a six month preparation period before marriage.  
Couples must attend a pre-marriage seminar. In this Diocese there are no evening weddings on Saturday It is 
necessary to see the priest  before setting a date. 
 

Care of the Sick: please call the priest for the Sacrament of the sick and /or hospital  visitation. If the sacrament of 
the sick is critically needed, please call rev. Henry Ihuoma’s number listed above or the Chaplaincy Office at the Hos-
pital. 
 

Funerals: please call the church office  before setting a date and a time for a funeral. 
 

Religious Education Classes are every Sunday from 9:30AM to 10:30AM.  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) Classes  on Sunday from 9:30a.m. to 10:45a.m. please call the Religious 
Education Office at 225.343.3075 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 

TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 

WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 
SATURDAY:                                                          EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION—3:30 PM 

Rev. Ugochukwu “Henry” Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
1110 1yrtle 1ale  

Bllon1Roug ,1LA17 8 0 

  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         
July 05, 2026 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
*Elizabeth Whitfield  *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis 

 
   John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong 

 
Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred 

PSR News  
July 2026 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 With the Reformation, some early Protestants, including the “Anabaptists,” rejected infant baptism in favor of 
“believer’s baptism.” Against Orthodox and Catholic practice, which favored baptism as soon as possible for a 
newborn, these movements desired that the candidate for baptism speak for him- or herself at a mature age, not 
through godparents as an infant. Today, it is clear that they were rejecting a very ancient practice (even as early as 
the second century) of baptizing children of all ages. Children came first in ancient baptismal ceremonies, and 
someone would speak for them. Gregory of Nazianzen wanted to delay the baptism of children to three years of 
age, since at that age they could retain at least some impression of the liturgy. He made an exception for the very 
ill, who were to be baptized ahead of the annual Easter baptism. That means that infants and children were nor-
mally baptized together with adults, and that everyone received confirmation and the Eucharist. 
 The tone of the early bishops’ writings is generous and compassionate, and seeks to build up the eucharistic 
assembly by widely celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit. If a priest celebrated baptism, then the gift of the Spirit 
was postponed for the bishop, but with no regard for the person’s age. So, until the fifth century, confirmation was 
for infants, too. 

—Rev. James Field 
 
    

SAINT OF THE WEEK     

SAINT MARIA GORETTI (1890-1902) 
July 6 
 Does anything match a mother’s pride in her children? First Communions, confirmations, graduations, 
weddings: how these delight a mother’s heart! Imagine, then, Assunta Goretti, the only mother ever to attend her 
child’s canonization! In poverty-stricken rural Italy, widowed Assunta tended fields for the Serenelli family, 
whose eighteen-year old son Alessandro propositioned her barely twelve-year old Maria; then, when she resisted, 
crying, “It is a sin! God forbids it!” he stabbed her fourteen times. As she lay dying, Maria assured the attending 
priest, “Yes, I forgive Alessandro! I want him to be in Paradise with me someday.” Imprisoned, unrepentant, 
Alessandro changed after dreaming that a radiant Maria had offered him fourteen lilies. “I’ve kept my promise,” 
she smiled. “You’ll be here with me someday.” Upon release, he rushed to beg Assunta’s forgiveness. “Jesus has 
forgiven you,” she replied, “my Maria too. How can I refuse?” Next morning, mother and murderer walked arm in 
arm to church and knelt side by side for Communion.  
—Peter Scagnelli 

 

                                                                                                 
 

 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  



Mass Intentions  
July 4 - July 8, 2026 

 
Saturday     5 pm      The People of the Parish  
 
Sunday        8 am       Lester & Ronnie Gauthier 
                                                          By: Mary, Danna, Edward 

   Felician Bellard 
                                                          By: The Family 
 

                             11 am       Bobby Joe Mayweather 
                                                          By: Delores Mayweather 

   Easter Lorraine Bienville  
                                                          By: Monique, Dominica, Susan  
    

Tuesday       5 pm Melba Venison   
                                                          By: The Family 
 

Wednesday  9 am Evelyn Honore   
                                                          By: Weesie & Family                                                          
   

Throu gh tri al s  an d tr ib ul ati o ns ,  by  Go d’ s  grace,  we tri ump h!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.  
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

SAVE-the-DATE 

SCHOOL GALA 
Saturday, December 5, 2026 
City Club of Baton Rouge 

SFXGala2026.netlify.app 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

Altar Servers Needed 
Youth and adults are invited to serve at Mass. New and cur-
rent altar servers should attend training on July 11, 2026, at 
9:00 AM in the Church and register through the Ministries 
tab on the St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church website. 

Parish Fall Fair 2026 
Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October 31 
and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on these 
days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay tuned for 
more information.  
 
Our Kickoff dance will be held on Saturday, September 19, 
2026 at the McKinley Alumni Center. Tickets can be 
purchased after each mass or at the parish office for $45 
and $50 at the door. Don’t miss out!!!   

 Upcoming Events in the Parish    
*Bible Study, Thursday, July 09, 6 pm. 
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, July 09, 10 
am.  
*Youth Mass, Sunday, July 12, 8 am. 
*Ministry Leader Meeting, Saturday, July 25, 10 
am.  

   
Join us for  

Adoration, Praise, and Worship 
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - 

4:30 pm 

"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-2027, The  
Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information, 
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code. 

Stewardship   
June 28, 2026 

 
      Regular Collection:           $6753.00 

            Online Support:           $1845.00    

                Parish Needs:           $40.00         

            School Support:           $195.00 

        
Thanks for your Generosity!                

Enrolling Grades K - 8 
(225) 387-6639 

 

http://www.sfxbr.org/


 
        

 

Meek and Humble God 
 

Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that he is “meek and humble of heart.” Yet just a few lines before this, he 
says that he is equal to his Father, the almighty God. So how can the Son of God be both meek and mighty? 

For Jesus, being meek does not mean letting people push him around. If he were meek in that sense, he 
could not have thrown the moneychangers out of the temple. Jesus’ meekness meant doing the will of God com-
pletely. The challenge for us comes in his words “learn from me.” We must learn to do God’s will as completely 
as Jesus did. 

First, it means that we do all that God wants of us. We cannot pick and choose what we want to do and 
what we want to ignore. If some things seem too difficult or painful for us, we may need more faith in Jesus’ abil-
ity to make the burden easy. For example, sometimes we may hear Jesus’ command to love one another and re-
serve the right to love whom we choose. Or we may reserve the right to decide which teachings of the Church we 
will follow. But doing God’s will completely means doing it without reservation. 

Second, we may try to do all that God asks, but give up if something becomes too difficult. We may say 
we forgive someone, for example, but when they reject that forgiveness, we become even angrier. Or we may tire 
of being patient with someone and be verbally hurtful. Or maybe we agree to help on a parish project but quit 
when someone disagrees with us. We can learn from Jesus how to do each part of God’s will to completion, as 
Jesus did all the way to the cross. 

So how is the Son of God humble? True humility means acknowledging who we are and what we can do. 
Jesus is simply being humble when he says that he is equal to the Father. So too, we are humble when we do not 
hide the fact that we are children of God and brothers and sisters of Jesus. Instead of a false modesty that claims 
“I’m not good enough to follow all of God’s commands,” it takes true humility to accept that we can do God’s 
will because the Spirit is with us to help us. 

 
Tom Schmidt 

Today’s Readings 
Zechariah 9:9-10, Romans 8:9, 11-13, Matthew 10:25-30 


