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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
June 2026

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Ordinary Time beckons, and so on this Sunday we surrender the last glimmers of paschal
joy as we celebrate the renewal of our life around the table of the Eucharist. This feast reminds us
that the goal of the catechumen’s journey through Lent is not the baptismal font at Easter, but ra-
ther the experience of Pentecost. It is all about life lived in the Spirit’s embrace in relationship to
the Body of Christ, which is found both “on the table” and “at the table.”

The season of confirmation is also drawing to a close, and this feast serves as a reminder that
this sacrament, a solemn sending from font to table, is keyed to renewed vigor. Confirmation has
sometimes been sadly misunderstood as a kind of graduation from religious formation, but it is
nothing of the sort. It is about being led by the Lord Jesus to the place where the Spirit flourishes,
and where the gifts of the Spirit are most easily detectable. After next week we will resume our
consideration of the sacrament of confirmation, its rich and somewhat tangled history, its chal-
lenging theology, and its changing celebration.

—Rev. James Field

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SAINT EPHREM (c. 306-373)
June 9

He was born in present-day Turkey, the son of a pagan priest and a Christian mother. From
a very young age, he displayed an explosive temper, which he learned to control. At a very young
age, he was baptized and later ordained a deacon. His ministry was dedicated to teaching the
faith, for he was a great teacher. His bishop, noting his Christian and human qualities, wanted to
ordain him a priest, but Ephrem opposed it, considering the priesthood unworthy of him. As a
deacon and teacher, he spread Christian teaching with extraordinary writing skills, making use of
poetry, religious songs, and parodying the lyrics of popular songs of his time to not only refute
Christian heresies but also to propagate the teachings of Christ. History distinguishes him with the
nickname "The Zither of the Holy Spirit." Through his poetry, he founded a theological school.
Although he did not speak Greek, he was bold in his language, writing poems dedicated to Mary,
Mother of God. His writings and mysticism made him one of the Doctors of the Church.
—NMiguel Arias

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis* Howard Louis
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Announcements

Parish Fall Fair 2026
Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October
31 and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on
these days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay
tuned for more information.

*GriefShare Ministry, Wednesday, June 10, 6 pm
*Bible Study, Thursday, June 11, 6 pm.

*Food Pantry Distribution, June 11, 10 am.

*SJB & OLA Raffle drawing with Jambalaya Sale
& Fellowship, Saturday, June 13, after 4:30 pm
Mass @ 4826 Main St. Zachary, LA 70791.
*Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary, Sunday, June 14.
*Vacation Bible School, June 22 - 25, S pm-7 pm.

Our Kickoff dance will be held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, 2026 at the McKinley Alumni Center. Tickets
can be purchased after each mass or at the parish of-
fice for $45 and $50 at the door. Don’t miss out!!!

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2026-

27, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
June 06-12, 2026
Saturday Spm  The People of the Parish

Lester & Ronnie Gauthier
By: Mary, Danna, Edward

Tyler Irvin and All Who Are
Deployed
By: Catrina Irvin & family
Aline “Cookie” Vaughn
By: Anya Poydras
Carl A. Pierson, Jr.
By: Sylvia Nelson

Sunday 8 am

11 am

Mattie Gills
By: Debra Johnson

Friday 9 am

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship

May 31, 2026
To Be Reported Next Bulletin
Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a, 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, John 6:51-58

You Are What You Eat

In John’s Gospel, Jesus gives a long discourse on the Bread of Life. The first part talks of bread as a sign
of God’s loving care for the people. Like the manna in the desert, Jesus represents God caring for the people in a
new way. But the part we hear in today’s Gospel is more specific. He says the bread he will give is his flesh. The
leaders of the Jews don’t understand. Hopefully, we can do better.

In the pagan world at the time of Christ and before, a sacrifice was also a meal. An animal was ritually
killed and burnt (i.e., cooked) to be shared at a meal with the people. The sacrifice was a gift to the god(s) that
joined the people to their deity and also to each other. So Jesus used that understanding of sacrifice to explain his
gift of self. He would die on the cross as a sacrifice to the Father and we would share in the meal by consuming
bread and wine, which are his Body and Blood. That meal is shared today in the Eucharist.

Better than the pagan sacrifice, the Eucharist unites us with God because Jesus is both human and divine.
His humanity allowed him to represent us to the Father, as a lawyer represents a client to the court. Jesus’ divinity
allowed his sacrifice to be worthy of the Father, as no merely human gift could be. So giving his life on the cross
was the best and only way that he could offer a true sacrifice to the Father.

The Eucharist also unites us to one another. We share this meal with other Christians as a sign of our com-
mon faith. Christ who gave himself to the Father on the cross also gives himself to us in the Eucharist. And be-
cause the food we share is the Body and Blood of Christ, we in a sense become what we eat. So we are all mem-
bers of the Body of Christ. We show this by our love, by sharing our faith, by forgiving each other, and by our ser-
vice to each other. If we believe that Jesus is divine, we must believe his word that the Eucharist is truly his Body
and Blood, given for us.

Tom Schmidt



