
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. MARVA KADOR WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 

EMAIL: STFRANXAVIERCCD@BELLSOUTH.NET 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 

EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of every month (no baptism during lent). Baptismal 
Preparation class is held on the Thursday before baptism at 6pm. This class is mandatory. Please register at 
least one week in advance  of the class through the Religious education Office or the parish 
Office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated one half hour before each weekend mass. 
 

Marriage Law of the Diocese requires a six month preparation period before marriage.  
Couples must attend a pre-marriage seminar. In this Diocese there are no evening weddings on Saturday It is 
necessary to see the priest  before setting a date. 
 

Care of the Sick: please call the priest for the Sacrament of the sick and /or hospital  visitation. If the sacrament of 
the sick is critically needed, please call rev. Henry Ihuoma’s number listed above or the Chaplaincy Office at the Hos-
pital. 
 

Funerals: please call the church office  before setting a date and a time for a funeral. 
 

Religious Education Classes are every Sunday from 9:30AM to 10:30AM.  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) Classes  on Sunday from 9:30a.m. to 10:45a.m. please call the Religious 
Education Office at 225.343.3075 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 

TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 

WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 
SATURDAY:                                                          EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION—3:30 PM 

Rev. Ugochukwu “Henry” Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
1110 1yrtle 1ale  

Bllon1Roug ,1LA17 8 0 

  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         
July 26, 2026 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
*Elizabeth Whitfield  *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis 

 
   John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong 

 
Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred 

PSR News  
July 2026 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Most parishes are now aware of the catechumenate and the journey of new faithful in the RCIA, but this form 
of sacramental initiation disappeared from view in the thirteenth century along with many other ancient practices. 
Life back then was hard, and often too short, and priests were increasingly insistent about the responsibility of 
parents to baptize children in danger of death. Since everyone in that society was under unimaginable threat from 
famine, warfare, and plague, the liturgical rites changed quickly. Everyone was in danger of death all the time. No 
longer were babies immersed in fonts, being lowered into the water, although the ritual books never backed down 
from immersion. Infusion was the new way, a simple pouring of a few drops of water on the child’s forehead. 
 The catechumenate collapsed, being reduced to the recitation of the Creed and an Our Father at every baptism. 
Amazingly, any provision for adult baptism was shelved, so that as late as the 1950s, a person being baptized was 
presumed to be an infant, unable to answer for him or herself. Questions of creed and commitment were put to the 
godparents, not to the person being baptized. Even Dorothy Day and Thomas Merton, famous adult converts, re-
mained mute at their baptisms while their sponsors answered for them. In hindsight all this appears strikingly odd, 
yet it was accepted as the way things were. We have good reason to give thanks for the vigorous reforms of the 
last fifty years! 
  
  

SAINT OF THE WEEK     

SAINT MARTHA (first century) 
July 29 
 Whether you find Martha Stewart admirable or annoying, she has the perfect patron saint. Luke describes 

Martha—saint, not Stewart—as “burdened with much serving” (Luke 10:40). About Mary, seated, listening to 

Jesus, Martha complained, “Do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving?” Jesus’ re-
sponse, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things . . . Mary has chosen the better 
part” (10:41, 42), suggests to some the superiority of the contemplative life, leaving the rest of us, supporting fam-
ilies, earning livings, (helping others?), as “second-class” Christians. But Luke introduces Martha and Mary im-
mediately after Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan, whom Jesus recommends as a model of practical compas-
sion, concluding, “Go and do likewise” (10:37). Go and do! Sit and listen! Discipleship is never either/or but 
both/and. Jesus ministered in prayerful silence and hospitable service. Monastic calendars add Martha’s sister 
Mary and brother Lazarus, calling all three “hosts of the Lord,” recalling their welcome of Jesus to their home in 
Bethany, reminding us Whom we welcome whenever we extend summertime hospitality! 
—Peter Scagnelli 

 

                                                                                                 
 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  



 
Mass Intentions  

July 25 - 26, 2026 
 

Saturday     5 pm      The People of the Parish  
                                                              

   
Sunday        8 am       The People of the Parish  
                                                           
 

                             11 am       Bobby Joe Mayweather 
                                                          By: Delores Mayweather 

   Mabel Turnbull   
                                                          By: Carolyn Vinning 

   Tyler Irvin and All Who Are 
    Deployed  
                                                          By: Catrina & Family  

Throu gh tri al s  an d tr ib ul ati o ns ,  by  Go d’ s  grace,  we tri ump h!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.  
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

SAVE-the-DATE 

SCHOOL GALA 
Saturday, December 5, 2026 
City Club of Baton Rouge 

SFXGala2026.netlify.app 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

Souvenir Book 
We are producing a Souvenir book with Ads to support the 
parish fair. You can place an ad in the Souvenir book to 
advertise your business or individual or family endorsement 
of the event. Call Dr. J @ 225-907-3949 for more info.  

Parish Fall Fair 2026 
Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October 31 
and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on these 
days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay tuned for 
more information.  
 
Our Kickoff dance will be held on Saturday, September 19, 
2026 at the McKinley Alumni Center. Tickets can be 
purchased after each mass or at the parish office for $45 
and $50 at the door. Don’t miss out!!!   

 Upcoming Events in the Parish    
 

*Bible Study, Thursday, July 30, 6 pm. 
*Back to School Bash, Friday, July 31, 5 - 7 pm 
*Adoration, Praise and Worship with Anointing of 
the Sick, Saturday, August 01, 3 pm.  
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, July 23, 10 
am.  
*Bingo, Saturday, August 08, 6:30 pm. 

   
Join us for  

Adoration, Praise, and Worship 
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - 

4:30 pm 

"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-2027, The  
Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information, 
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code. 

Stewardship   
July 19, 2026 

 
      Regular Collection:           $6253.00 

            Online Support:           $2569.36    

                Parish Needs:           $290.00         

            School Support:           $298.00 

        
Thanks for your Generosity!                

Enrolling Grades K - 8 
(225) 387-6639 

 

http://www.sfxbr.org/


 
        

 

A Truly Wise Person 
 
The ending of today’s Gospel speaks about “the new and the old.” Jesus is saying that a person “instructed 

in the kingdom” has wisdom both old and new; in other words, that person learns from the past as well as from the 
present. Let’s look at each of those. 

We learn from the past by studying it. So the wisdom of the Kingdom comes first from the scriptures. The 
more familiar we are with the word of God, the more wisdom we possess. Along with studying the scriptures, we 
must pray over them and ask the Spirit to show us how they apply to our lives. We can also learn from the lives of 
the saints and writings of the Church. The saints may have lived extraordinary lives, but they all began as ordinary 
people who gave their lives to Christ. The writings of the Church, though sometimes very technical, contain the 
wisdom of centuries of living the faith. If you only have time to go to Mass on Sunday, just listening to the homily 
can help to apply the scriptures to your life. 

One way we can learn from “the new” is to learn from our mistakes. That includes learning from our sins. 
When we are truly sorry, we make an effort to change our ways. You might say we have to learn a new way to 
respond to that situation. In the Bible, the word repentance itself means a change of heart, a new way of seeing 
and doing things. 

We can also learn from the mistakes and the successes of our friends. As we share our faith with them, we 
share the stories of our lives, both good and bad. These stories can teach how to live our faith (or how not to!). 
One of the advantages of having friends whom we trust enough to confess our faults to is that we do not have to 
figure out life on our own. God can speak to us through a friend or relative whose advice we seek. A truly wise 
person is one who has received a lifetime of good advice. 

 
Tom Schmidt 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, Romans 8:28-30, Matthew 13:44-52 


