
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. MARVA KADOR WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 

EMAIL: STFRANXAVIERCCD@BELLSOUTH.NET 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 

EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of every month (no baptism during lent). Baptismal 
Preparation class is held on the Thursday before baptism at 6pm. This class is mandatory. Please register at 
least one week in advance  of the class through the Religious education Office or the parish 
Office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated one half hour before each weekend mass. 
 

Marriage Law of the Diocese requires a six month preparation period before marriage.  
Couples must attend a pre-marriage seminar. In this Diocese there are no evening weddings on Saturday It is 
necessary to see the priest  before setting a date. 
 

Care of the Sick: please call the priest for the Sacrament of the sick and /or hospital  visitation. If the sacrament of 
the sick is critically needed, please call rev. Henry Ihuoma’s number listed above or the Chaplaincy Office at the Hos-
pital. 
 

Funerals: please call the church office  before setting a date and a time for a funeral. 
 

Religious Education Classes are every Sunday from 9:30AM to 10:30AM.  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) Classes  on Sunday from 9:30a.m. to 10:45a.m. please call the Religious 
Education Office at 225.343.3075 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 

TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 

WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 
SATURDAY:                                                          EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION—3:30 PM 

Rev. Ugochukwu “Henry” Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
1110 1yrtle 1ale  

Bllon1Roug ,1LA17 8 0 

  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         
August 09, 2026 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
*Elizabeth Whitfield  *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis 

 
   John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong 

 
Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred 

PSR News  
August 2026 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
  In many church buildings constructed in the early twentieth century, there is a window or 
statue of Pope St. Pius X. Often, these windows were purchased with coins collected by grateful 
children, since in 1910 a decree admitted much younger children to First Communion. Before 
then, only teenagers were customarily confirmed and then admitted to the Eucharist. What we of-
ten think is ancient practice in fact sometimes has fairly shallow roots, in this case only ten dec-
ades. For centuries, Communion had marked the end of formal religious education, but a hundred 
years ago, Pius X located it at the point at which a child could express a desire for the sacrament 
and receive it with understanding. In 1917 a new code of canon law determined that age to be 
about seven, and this practice was observed almost everywhere until the beginning of the Second 
Vatican Council forty years ago. 
 In a growing number of dioceses, recent practice has restored the sacramental order that Pius 
X’s generous decree upset, and increasingly confirmation is celebrated before First Communion. 
But the gift Pius gave to the children of the Roman Church remains firm: everywhere we admit 
children to the Lord’s table. Where the traditional order has been restored, seven-year-old chil-
dren are confirmed before First Communion. 
—Rev. James Field 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK                                                                                                        
SAINT TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS (EDITH STEIN) (1891-1942)                    
August 9 

“Come,” Edith gently whispered, taking her sister Rosa’s hand, “let us go for our people!” These 
were Edith Stein’s last words as the Nazis, enraged at the Dutch bishops’ condemnation of their 
genocide, took into custody all Catholic converts from Judaism. Born Jewish, but non-practicing 
from her teens, Edith’s search for truth led to a doctorate in philosophy, a brilliant career as pro-
fessor and author and, finally, to the Autobiography of Saint Teresa of Ávila, which she read in 
one sitting, then declared, “That is the Truth!” Baptized on January 1, 1922, observed then as the 
feast of Jesus’ initiation into the covenant of Abraham, confirmed on February 2, the feast of Je-
sus’ Presentation in the Temple, Edith entered the cloistered Carmelites in Cologne, transferring 
to a convent in Holland when she realized that, because of the Nazi persecution of the Jews, her 
presence could imperil the safety of the other nuns. She died in the gas chambers of Auschwitz as 
a daughter of Israel and of the Church. —Peter Scagnelli 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  



Mass Intentions  
August 08-13, 2026 

Saturday     5 pm      Johnny Narcisse  
                                                          By: Brown, Ingram, & Taylor Families 

   Melba Venison   
                                                          By: Georgetown Neighbors  

Sunday        8 am       The People of the Parish  
      

                             11 am       Tyler Irvin and All Who Are 
   Deployed  
                                                          By: Catrina Irvin & Family  

   Easter Lorraine Bienville 
                                                          By: Monique, Dominica & Susan  

   Melvin & Celia Lamotte   
                                                          By: The Family 

   Andrea Barnardez  
                                                          By: Carolyn  Vinning     
                                                    
Tuesday          9 am  Melba Venison   
                                                          By: Georgetown Neighbors  

Thursday     9 am Johnny Narcisse  
                                                          By: Brown, Ingram, & Taylor Families 

Throu gh tri al s  an d tr ib ul ati o ns ,  by  Go d’ s  grace,  we tri ump h!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.  
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

SAVE-the-DATE 

SCHOOL GALA 
Saturday, December 5, 2026 
City Club of Baton Rouge 

SFXGala2026.netlify.app 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

Souvenir Book 
We are producing a Souvenir book with Ads to support the 
parish fair. You can place an ad in the Souvenir book to 
advertise your business or individual or family endorsement 
of the event. Call Dr. J @ 225-907-3949 for more info.  

Parish Fall Fair 2026 
Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October 31 
and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on these 
days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay tuned for 
more information.  
 
Our Kickoff dance will be held on Saturday, September 19, 
2026 at the McKinley Alumni Center. Tickets can be 
purchased after each mass or at the parish office for $45 
and $50 at the door. Don’t miss out!!!   

 Upcoming Events in the Parish    
*Bible Study, Thursday, August 6, 6 pm. 
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, August 13, 
10 am.  
*The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Sat-
urday, August 15.  

   
Join us for  

Adoration, Praise, and Worship 
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - 

4:30 pm 

"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-2027, The  
Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information, 
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code. 

Stewardship   
August 02, 2026 

 
      Regular Collection:           $6950.69 

            Online Support:           $2670.00    

                Parish Needs:           $341.00         

            School Support:           $195.00 

        
Thanks for your Generosity!                

Enrolling Grades K - 8 
(225) 387-6639 

 

http://www.sfxbr.org/


 
        

 

Two Steps Forward . . . 
 
Why did Jesus walk on water to the disciples in the boat? Did he want to scare them? No, his first words to 

them were “Do not be afraid.” While they were being tossed by wind and waves, he showed them that he was not 
affected by the storm. If they had had faith, they might have realized that if Jesus was safe, they would be, too. We 
too must make that leap of faith, especially when we are afraid. 

Peter seemed to be willing to take the leap as he stepped into the water. But when his attention was dis-
tracted by the strong winds, he began to falter. This is where we can apply the story to ourselves. 

Our growth in faith is not a steady progression. For every two steps forward, we may take one step back. 
For example, we receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of reconciliation and rejoice in God’s loving mercy, 
but later we fall back into sin. We ask God’s help in prayer and when our prayer is answered, our faith in God 
grows. Then we become ill or wreck the car, and think that God has abandoned us. But isn’t that a natural reac-
tion? 

It is natural to doubt God in times of trouble, but we are choosing to live in the supernatural when we be-
come followers of Christ. Like Peter, we need to keep our attention on the Lord. As long as Peter looked to Jesus, 
he could walk on water. Only when he focused on the wind did he loose his nerve and begin to sink. 

In a similar way, we can lose our focus on the Lord. We see someone we love who is gravely sick. We 
make a serious mistake that gets us in trouble. We lose our job and have no leads to a new one. We are frightened 
by news of terrorist activity. These seem more real than faith in an invisible God. That is when we must remember 
that true faith allows us to believe when it doesn’t seem to make sense. Faith tells us that though apparently invisi-
ble, God is more real than anything we can see. Remember Jesus on the cross saying, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” The Father never abandoned his Son and God will never abandon us. 

 
Tom Schmidt 

 

Today’s Readings 
1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a, Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:22-33 


