
 
 
 
 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

PARISH OFFICE: 
MRS. MARVA KADOR WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. UGOCHUKWU HENRY IHUOMA, SSJ. 
EMAIL~ HENRY95UGO@GMAIL.COM 
CELL PHONE - 240.688.5440 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 

EMAIL: STFRANXAVIERCCD@BELLSOUTH.NET 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
CHRISTOPHER J. ROGERS, PhD - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 

EMAIL: CROGERS@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: WWW.SFXBR.ORG 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of every month (no baptism during lent). Baptismal 
Preparation class is held on the Thursday before baptism at 6pm. This class is mandatory. Please register at 
least one week in advance  of the class through the Religious education Office or the parish 
Office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated one half hour before each weekend mass. 
 

Marriage Law of the Diocese requires a six month preparation period before marriage.  
Couples must attend a pre-marriage seminar. In this Diocese there are no evening weddings on Saturday It is 
necessary to see the priest  before setting a date. 
 

Care of the Sick: please call the priest for the Sacrament of the sick and /or hospital  visitation. If the sacrament of 
the sick is critically needed, please call rev. Henry Ihuoma’s number listed above or the Chaplaincy Office at the Hos-
pital. 
 

Funerals: please call the church office  before setting a date and a time for a funeral. 
 

Religious Education Classes are every Sunday from 9:30AM to 10:30AM.  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) Classes  on Sunday from 9:30a.m. to 10:45a.m. please call the Religious 
Education Office at 225.343.3075 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 

TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 

WED –FRI:                                9:00AM   
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 
SATURDAY:                                                          EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION—3:30 PM 

Rev. Ugochukwu “Henry” Ihuoma, SSJ 
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
1110 1yrtle 1ale  

Bllon1Roug ,1LA17 8 0 

  Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time         
August 16, 2026 

 



Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
*Elizabeth Whitfield  *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis 

 
   John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir  * Patricia Armstrong 

 
Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred 

PSR News  
August 2026 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
  In recent weeks, we have looked at the evolution of how Roman Catholics initiate children into the life of 
the Church. How did customs evolve in the Eastern Church? At one time, Christians in both East and West pre-
ferred to celebrate baptism in a community setting, with large numbers of adults and children initiated at Easter. 
The two branches of Christianity began to split on the proper time to do this. 
 In the East, water was blessed in abundance on the feast of the Epiphany, which marked, among other things, 
the baptism of the Lord. Once infant baptism was fixed on that day, local customs marking a birth began to 
evolve. One celebration was the giving of a name on the eighth day, another was the “purification” of the mother 
on the fortieth day after birth. In that blessing, re-enacting Mary and Joseph’s journey to the temple, the priest 
took the baby in his arms and placed the child before the altar. Just as Simeon received the child Jesus, so the 
priest received the new Christian while chanting Simeon’s prayer. Later, normally on Epiphany, the priest would 
baptize, chrismate (confirm), and give a few drops of the Precious Blood to the child in a joyous celebration of the 
whole community. 
—Rev. James Field 

 
 
SAINT OF THE WEEK                                                                                                         
SAINT PIUS X (1835-1914) 
August 21 
 Presidential vetoes we understand. But imagine vetoing a papal election! Yet in the conclave of 1903, the 
Archbishop of Cracow (ironically, a predecessor in that office of Karol Wojtyla, the future John Paul II) vetoed 
the leading candidate on the order of the Austro-Hungarian emperor. Instead, the cardinals elected Giuseppe Sarto 
of Venice as Pius X, the first pope, after a succession of nobles and diplomats, to hail from humble origins. Nor 
did the papacy alter his endearing simplicity. Tailors eventually made his cassock cuffs detachable because he ab-
sentmindedly wiped his fountain pen on them, forgetting that his old black cassock had been replaced by papal 
white! Taking as his motto “To restore all things in Christ” (Ephesians 1:10), Pius condemned the theological in-
novations called “modernism,” yet dramatically altered the then-common practice whereby people rarely received 
Communion for fear of unworthiness, mandating early First Communion and urging everyone to frequent recep-

tion. Refusing to bless troops assembled in Saint Peter’s Square—“I bless peace, not war!”—he died broken-

hearted as World War I engulfed “Christian” Europe despite his peacemaking efforts. 
—Peter Scagnelli 

 

                                                                                                 
 

 

Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  



Mass Intentions  
August 15-18, 2026 

Saturday     5 pm      Dr. Melvin P. Jones  
                                                          By: Stephanie & Harlan Jones 

   Juanita Culbert  
                                                          By: Camille  Fleet & Kirkland Johnson  

   Terryl Francisco  
                                                          By: Judy Francisco 

   Norma Duell  
                                                          By: Paula Northern & Stephanie Duell 

   Margaret T. Henning 
                                                          By: Sylvia Nelson 
 

Sunday        8 am       The People of the Parish  
      

                             11 am       Tyler Irvin and All Who Are 
   Deployed  
                                                          By: Catrina Irvin & Family  

   Lionel Jr. & Mary B. Thymes 
                                                          By: Roderick, Donald & Mona Faye &  
             Deborah Lagarde Thymes  

   Sophie White  
                                                          By: Carolyn Watts 

Tuesday      5 pm  Norma Duell  
                                                          By: Paula Northern & Stephanie Duell  

Throu gh tri al s  an d tr ib ul ati o ns ,  by  Go d’ s  grace,  we tri ump h!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.  
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 
All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

SAVE-the-DATE 

SCHOOL GALA 
Saturday, December 5, 2026 
City Club of Baton Rouge 

SFXGala2026.netlify.app 

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA  

Souvenir Book 
We are producing a Souvenir book with Ads to support the 
parish fair. You can place an ad in the Souvenir book to 
advertise your business or individual or family endorsement 
of the event. Call Dr. J @ 225-907-3949 for more info.  

Parish Fall Fair 2026 
Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October 31 
and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on these 
days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay tuned for 
more information.  
 
Our Kickoff dance will be held on Saturday, September 19, 
2026 at the McKinley Alumni Center. Tickets can be 
purchased after each mass or at the parish office for $45 
and $50 at the door. Don’t miss out!!!   

 Upcoming Events in the Parish    
*Bible Study, Thursday, August 20, 6 pm. 
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, August 27, 

   
Join us for  

Adoration, Praise, and Worship 
Every First Saturday from 3:00 - 

4:30 pm 

"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-2027, The  
Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information, 
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code. 

Stewardship   
August 09, 2026 

 
      Regular Collection:           $9742.00 

            Online Support:           $1975.00    

                Parish Needs:           $90.00         

            School Support:           $30.00 

        
Thanks for your Generosity!                

Enrolling Grades K - 8 
(225) 387-6639 

 

http://www.sfxbr.org/


 
        

 

A Clever Woman of Faith 
 
The first reading reminds us that even though the Jews are God’s chosen people, foreigners who love the 

Lord will be accepted into God’s house. So why is Jesus being so difficult with the Canaanite woman? 
At first he seems to be putting her off. He doesn’t answer her, but tells the disciples that he came only for 

lost sheep of Israel, adding the remark about food going to the dogs. He does this not to discourage her, but to 
draw a response of faith. He wants to see how persistent she is in her request. 

We can tell ourselves that we are people of faith, but how easily are we discouraged? Do we think God has 
forgotten us when we experience trouble? Sometimes it is our childish belief that everything has to go our way. 
We may not be selfish about it; we may be discouraged by the suffering of someone we love. The woman’s clever 
reply to Jesus reminds us that she trusted in Jesus’ power and willingness to help. 

Jesus was also teaching his disciples that faith is more important than nationality. They were all Jews and 
wanted Jesus to send the Canaanite woman away. Long after Jesus’ resurrection, the church struggled with the 
question of non-Jewish believers. Today, we may be doing the same thing in reverse. Some people think that only 
Catholics can be saved and that there is no hope for Protestants, much less for Jews. God’s covenant with the cho-
sen people cannot be rescinded. Paul says that the rejection of Jesus by Jewish leaders led to salvation for the rest 
of the world. But though some rejected Jesus, God never rejected the Jews. 

Finally, Jesus responded to her persistence. Like the woman who wouldn’t go away, we can keep praying 
till we get an answer to our prayer. While sometimes our request is granted, sometimes God has a good reason to 
delay or even say no. The more time we spend in prayer, the more likely we are to listen to God’s answer. Prayer 
can help us come to the peaceful acceptance that God only does what is best for us. 

 
Tom Schmidt 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7, Romans 11:13-15, 29-32, Matthew 15:21-28 


