Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 27, 2026
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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
September 2026

26 PSR Class — 26" Sunday in Ordinary Time — PSR Ministry Roundup — Plan for Fair

October is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. Students will pray the Rosary in class, and we en-
courage families to pray together at home. The Rosary is prayed 30 minutes before each weekend
Mass. Forgotten your Rosary beads? Rosary beads are available, please ask an usher.

The Rosary is a Scripture-based prayer. It begins with the Apostles’ Creed, which summarizes the
great mysteries of the Catholic faith. The Our Father, which introduces each mystery, is from the
Gospels. The first part of the Hail Mary is the angel's words announcing Christ's birth and Eliza-
beth's greeting to Mary. St. Pius V officially added the second part of the Hail Mary. The Myster-
ies of the Rosary center on the events of Christ's life. There are four sets of Mysteries: Joyful,
Sorrowful, Glorious and—added by Saint John Paul II in 2002—the Luminous.

The repetition in the Rosary is meant to lead one into restful and contemplative prayer related to
each Mystery. The gentle repetition of the words helps us to enter into the silence of our hearts,
where Christ's spirit dwells. The Rosary can be said privately or with a group.

Joyful Mysteries

The Five Joyful Mysteries are traditionally prayed on Mondays, Saturdays, and, during the
season of Advent, on Sundays.

Sorrowful Mysteries

The Five Sorrowful Mysteries are traditionally prayed on Tuesdays, Fridays, and, during
the season of Lent, on Sundays.

Glorious Mysteries

The Five Glorious Mysteries are traditionally prayed on Wednesdays and, outside the sea-
sons of Advent and Lent, on Sundays.

Luminous Mysteries

The Five Luminous Mysteries are traditionally prayed on Thursdays.

The Fatima Prayer

The Blessed Mother stressed the critical importance of praying the Rosary daily for the conver-
sion of sinners and for peace in the world. She asked that the following prayer be recited at the
end of each Rosary decade:

O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of Hell, lead all souls to Heaven, espe-
cially those in most need of Thy mercy.

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone, * Roslyn Jones *Robert Alfred

*Elizabeth Whitfield *Linda Gills-Beshears *Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois *Easton Charles *Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Souvenir Book
We are producing a Souvenir book with Ads to support the
parish fair. You can place an ad in the Souvenir book to
advertise your business or individual or family endorsement
of the event. Call Dr. J @ 225-907-3949 for more info.

*Bible Study, Thursday, September 24, 6 pm.
* Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, September 24, 10 am.

*SFX School Founder’s Day, Wednesday, September 30.
*Fish Fry Fundraiser, Friday, October 2, 10am- 2pm.

Parish Fall Fair 2026
Save the Date: Our Parish Fair will be held on October 31
and November 1. Remember, we are family, and on these
days, we are going to show up and show out. Stay tuned for
more information.

We want to use this opportunity to the thank all those who
attended our Kickoff dance last Saturday. We thank you for
your generous support and for making our dance a
memorable experience. May God continue to bless and
reward you.

SAVE-the-DATE

SCHOOL GALA

Saturday, December 5, 2026
City Club of Baton Rouge
SFXGala2026.netlify.app
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"Register your child for the SFX School 2026-2027, The
Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information,
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code.

+
Enrolling Grades K - 8 = EI

Mass Intentions
September 26-27, 2026

Saturday Spm  Leo M. Beauregard

By: Stephanie & Harlan Jones

Juanita Culbert
By: Camille Fleet & Kirkland Johnson

Aline “Cookie” Vaughn
By: Christine Deconge

Jacqueline Stripling

By: Carmen Jones

Howard L. Louis
By: Margaret Bean & Louis Family

Sunday 8am  Joseph A. Delpit, Jr.
By: Patricia Delpit & Family
Dawn Deliste George
By: Debra Johnson

11 am The People of the Parish

(225) 387-6639
=] 0

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship
September 20, 2026
Regular Collection: $5993.00
Online Support: $2811.50
Parish Needs: $20.00
School Support: $377.00

% Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Ezekiel 18: 25-28, Philippians 2:1-11, Matthew 21:28-32

The Understanding Father

Jesus is saying something important in today’s Gospel. He talks about tax collectors and prostitutes who
repented after hearing John the Baptist preach. He must have shocked the priests and elders when he said those
prostitutes would enter the kingdom of God before them. After all, his listeners had spent their whole lives being
faithful to the Law. Yet Jesus was saying that sinners who repented will enter God’s kingdom first. Jesus’ point
was not so much about final salvation as about our daily choices.

Remember the parable about the two sons. The second son said what his father wanted to hear, with no
intention of doing it. The first was honest about not wanting to go to the vineyard, but then decided to do it any-
way. I suspect the father of those men knew what each would or would not do.

And whom do we want to imitate? The priests and elders said all the right things about obeying God’s
laws, but they were more interested in looking important than living a holy life. Are we like that—telling everyone
I am a good Christian, going to church every Sunday (or at least on Christmas and Easter), and yet never making
any effort to be loving, forgiving, patient, honest, or any of the difficult things that Jesus calls us to be?

The tax collectors and sinners knew that they were unworthy, but they listened to the call to repentance and
let God make them worthy. Are we honest enough to look at our lives and repent of our hatred, our selfishness, or
whatever keeps us in sin, and then to follow Jesus with our whole heart? We may not always like doing what God
asks of us, but God is an understanding Father who can accept our weaknesses and forgive them when we are
ready to return to him.

By Tom Schmidt



